Chapter 10

ORCHARD SECTION

The Orchard section lies between Meyersville Road and the top of the ridge, the boundary between the Great
Swamp watershed and the Passaic River watershed. An apple orchard was formerly located in the northwest area.
The watershed boundary crosses Meyersville Road at the eastern end of the section just before the intersection
with Fairmount Avenue. The entire section is characterized by steep slopes and lack of wetlands.

This dry woodland slopes west from the crest of Long Hill which rises 190 feet above Meyersville Road. The
trees are mainly tulip, oak, beech, ironwood, maple, birch and dogwood. The hillside now has subdivisions along
three new streets, Tree Top Lane, Jodi Lane and Molino Drive, which were constructed in the early 1980s. More
recently the Sycamore Hill subdivision near Fairmount Avenue was created at the top of the ridge on the site of a
former estate.

Stormwater control is a major issue for parcels in this section. For instance, in order to control runoff down the
slopes from increased impervious cover in the Sycamore Hill subdivision a 100 foot long underground detention
basin had to be constructed. At the bottom of Tree Top Lane at the intersection with Meyersville Road there is a
large detention basin.

OPEN SPACE

The section is built out and has little open space. To prevent erosion on slopes the Planning Board requested and
obtained conservation easements on lots on Sycamore Hill and Candace Lane. Parcels with large empty back
yards are restrained to some extent from subdividing or redeveloping because of the slopes. The remaining open
space on Long View Avenue is currently being developed with seven new homes and two detention basins. Note
that adjacent to Long View Avenue there are forty acres of vacant land preserved for conservation in Long Hill
Township.
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